
In this photo you can appreciate the cyst re-

moved at the top and  its connection to the den-

tal tissue at the bottom of the photo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is great to be able to report this horse has 

returned home and so far is progressing very well 

from the surgery. 

Another case in the last few weeks was an Arab 

gelding referred from Charleville. He was a very 

lightly pigmented horse and had developed a skin 

tumour known as a squamous cell carcinoma on 

the preputial skin. There are many options for 

dealing with these with some evidence in the 

literature suggesting that complete amputation 

of the penis and surrounding tissue and lymph 

nodes gives the best 

long term outcomes. 

We discussed this op-

tion and others and 

ended up deciding the 

best option for this case 

was to perform wide 

local excision. This in-

volves removing a ring 

of skin from around the 

penis and suturing it 

back together tradition-

ally called a reefing 

operation.  

Although the gelding did 

not cope well with the 

stress of travel and 

hospitalisation, he re-

covered well and is back 

at home and starting 

ridden exercise again. 

Once again thanks to all 

our clients from the WEV team.  

Each month there are further changes and more 

progress at WEV. In June Tamasin Joe Kong started 

with us as vet nurse to assist with the increased 

number of cases coming through. As well Tamasin 

is going to assume more of the reception and co-

ordination roles and ensure the office continues 

functioning efficiently. Tamasin has a keen interest 

in sport horses, regularly training and competing in 

barrel racing and brings with her lots of administra-

tion experience having worked for a local ac-

counting firm for many years. 

Anther exciting development is Dr Michael Duggan 

joining our practice. Since graduation in 2008, Mick 

has been working at a number of clinics in NSW 

and England, latterly focusing on his main interests 

of equine reproduction and equine general prac-

tice.  Mick has moved back to his family’s property 

near Killarney with his fiancé Gina and settled in 

helping his family with their Angus stud. Mick is 

really keen on assisted breeding techniques and 

last year performed large numbers of frozen and 

chilled AI, as well as many successful embryo trans-

fers. He is also keen and experienced in semen 

collection and processing as well as dentistry. It 

means for the first time since WEV commenced we 

have the capacity to offer services like semen col-

lection and shipping as well as embryo collection 

and transfer. We feel Mick’s interests and abilities 

will complement our team really well and will allow 

us to much better service our client’s needs.  

One interesting case recently referred to us was a 

young gelding which was developing head shyness 

and swelling below his ears. From time to time the 

lumps would drain near the base of the ear dis-

charging mucoid material. The owners were aware 

when they bought the horse he had undergone 

surgery for cysts in this region. 

Our examination consisted of examining the swell-

ing with x-ray and ultrasound. These confirmed our 

clinical suspicion that the swelling were likely due 

to a congenital problem where extra dental tissue 

forms at the base of the ear, often associated with 

cyst like formation. Although previous attempts to 

remove the cysts had been made incomplete re-

moval is usually followed by recurrence of swelling 

and discharge.  

In this x-ray it is clear that a large aberrant tooth 

remains along with soft tissue components of 

dental origin.  
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Temporomandibular joint problems, 

while not common, are being increasing-

ly diagnosed. This joint is the articulation 

between the skull and the mandible. 

Injuries, infection and most commonly 

problems with the teeth are responsible 

for most TMJ issues. Owners often rec-

ognise there is something wrong when 

the horse has issues chewing or swallowing or has pain or resistance 

when ridden. This x-ray of a recent case shows a normal TMJ while 

the x-ray below shows another case  with a severely effected joint on 

the right compared with the joint on the other side of the head. Treat-

ment options for condi-

tions of the TMJ include 

addressing the underlying 

causes if any (like dental 

problems), injecting the 

joint with anti-

inflammatory medications, 

systemic medications and 

in some cases there are 

surgical options as well.  


