
After careful debridement and stretching of the 

curled up skin we were able to put it all back 

together and fortunately it has healed well and is 

due for sutures removal in the next day or so. 

 

 

 

 

 

This shows the flap back in place with a drain 

inserted immediately after suturing.  

This next case was a much loved stock horse 

mare. Over the few months before referral she 

had developed some swelling over the right side 

of the face. When we examined her the swelling, 

which initially was firm and bone like, had be-

come soft and felt like fluid. X-rays of the mass 

revealed one abnormal tooth as well as some 

very dense mineralised masses within the maxil-

lary sinuses.  

We aspirated fluid from the mass and this con-

firmed the fluid was non infectious and not likely 

cystic. This left us with the terrible diagnosis of a 

tumour within the maxillary sinuses which had 

expanded to the extent it had eaten away the 

bone of the skull overlying the sinuses.  

 

 

 

 

 

This case shows how with a few simple tests we 

can give fairly confident diagnoses of tumours in 

the head without always having to resort to inva-

sive surgery. 

Once again, thanks to all our clients for keeping 

us all busy and giving us the chance to help with 

your horses.  

All at WEV 

Staff is critical to any successful business. It is no 

different in our business. We are very fortunate to 

have a great team of both nurses and vets. It is 

critical to getting good outcomes that the team co-

operate and work together well. We are indeed 

fortunate to have the 3 Joe Kong sisters working 

for us. A few weeks ago Tamasin had a weekend 

off and married Michael, her partner of many 

years. We wish Michael (who also helps us out at 

times with construction and maintenance) and 

Tamasin many happy years together. 

Tamasin, with bridesmaids Odette and Chaylee and 

Michael at the church in Greymare.  

Another big event for WEV was, after finally gain-

ing the relevant approvals, we were able to up-

grade our entrance off the highway and the drive-

way into the horse facilitates at Lona.  

This will make exiting from the highway a lot easier 

and safer but care is still needed as anyone who 

has visited our facilities will know. This is all part of 

the continuous upgrade of our facilities at Lona and 

there is now not much left to complete to meet the 

last of councils conditions of approval.  

A drone’s eye view of the Lona facilities show-

ing the sealed driveway, turning and parking 

areas.  

Over the last month we have again made new 

records for WEV with the number of cases 

seen and treated. As always for this time of 

year TB breeding has featured strongly and 

more recently we have started to get more 

cases of assisted reproduction in non TB 

breeds.  

Skin wounds on horses are common. Often 

when they are a few days old and when they 

involve bone as well as soft tissue these 

wouds become very complicated and difficult 

to treat.  

This is a  photo of a foal treated recently. This 

wound was a few days old by the time it came 

in for treatment. Likely it was a high impact 

wound probably resulting from running into 

something at high speed or a kick. The nasal 

bones are well and truly exposed and there 

are multiple fractures. This photo was taken 

after some initial cleaning up was done and 

just before some of the lose bone was cut off 

and removed. If this was a leg wound it would 

have been very problematic to heal, however, 

this was a young foal with lots of healing 

potential and the wound was on one of the 

best healing parts of the body, the head. 

Therefore we felt the foal still had a very good 

chance of a good outcome.  

Staff news 

Road access upgraded 

Skin flap on face 

Swelling over maxillary sinus 

Standing ovariectomy 
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This month we were able to 

do a number of laparoscopic 

procedures. This is not surpris-

ing as many of the conditions 

which lend itself well to this 

surgical technique are related 

to the reproductive tract. One 

example of a surgery which is can be very difficult to do successfully by con-

ventional open surgical approaches is ovariectomy. Ovariectomy is the re-

moval of one or both ovaries from mares. Sometimes this is done because a 

cancer of the ovary has developed, other times we do this surgery on mares 

with severe hormone related behavioural issues. Laparoscopy has made 

this a much safer procedure than it used to be, and recovery is usually 

much less complicated.  

The photo above gives an overview of how the surgery is done. It can be 

done standing in most cases and this is optimal for conditions high in the 

abdomen as in ovariectomy.  

The photo on the right shows one of the ovaries 

removed from this mare. You can see normal look-

ing ovarian tissue to the left with follicles, however 

the firmer tissue in the middle under the thumb is 

the granulosa cell tumour which was causing all the 

problems for this mare.  


