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Client night
Retained caps
Withers surgery
Mini with rat poison
Tias away from 9th to 22 June

During May we had our second client information
night at our Lona facility. This time we focused on 4
topics: parasite control, first aid, dentistry and
gastric ulcers. Many of those attending were able
to see us perform gastroscopy on one of our patients just before we started our talks. Over all we
had great feedback from those who attended and
we look forward to having another evening in
August this year. We are keen to address the areas
of interest of those attending so any suggestions of
topics you wish us to address would be very welcome. We were almost at capacity this time and
next time we will likely need to cap the numbers
attending so RSVP early!

This month we had a great range of cases. A number of what should have been very routine cases
turned out quite interesting.
An example of this was a 3yo QH mare which was
presented for pregnancy testing. She had been
tested early in pregnancy but the owner was a little
concerned she was not a big as she should be. Also,
he did mention when we came to scan her that she
had been drooling a little. The scan was straight

forward and we soon confirmed she remained
in foal. We then performed an oral exam.

tions of the withers
were quite comAs you can see in the photo above one of the
mon. These were
deciduous lower molar teeth (caps) has not
due to the now
been shed normally and is growing off to the
eradicated disease
side and has severely lacerated the tongue. This Brucellosis of
must have been very painful and made it difficattle, and particucult for her to maintain her condition. In fact
larly hard to treat. Fortunately now we only see
these traumatic cases and don’t have to be too
concerned about Brucellois when treating these
cases.
Last week on the way home from working on the
Gold Coast, Tias was asked to call in and geld a
colt in Beaudesert. Tias has gelded more than
3000 horses in his career and one would expect it
would become routine after this many cases.
This case nicely illustrates the importance of
Nevertheless, even with this routine surgery
regular dental examinations and how important there are enough surprises to keep us interested.
adequate nutrition is to pregnant mares.
several caps were retained and were removed
and the mare should rapidly regain her ability
to eat normally and hopefully gain condition.

Recently we were sent some photos of one of
our patients show jumping at a competition
near Canungra. It was exciting to see as this
gelding had come in recently with a particularly
difficult condition, infection of the bursa and
bone in the withers region after an accident.
Commonly known as fistulous withers, these
can be
quite
challenging to
treat. This
case was
operated
standing at
Lona after
using
ultrasound and x-rays to locate exactly where
the problems were and drainage was established and the pockets flushed.

When examining the colt after some initial sedation it was apparent there was one large normally
descended testes and another smaller structure
which felt like an epididymis. Usually when we
can’t find 2 normally descended testes it is best
to send the colts into our surgical facility to have
the surgery performed. In this case we decided it
was likely we would be able to pull the testes
through relatively easily so we continued with
anaesthetising the colt in the paddock.
Once on his back and with the skin and tunic
opened, it became clear that the abnormal side
was not just epididymis but both epididymis and testes was
present within the sac
and the testes itself
was small and either
poorly formed or
some previous trauma had led it to shrink to a
size smaller than the epididymis. In another
routine castration case a few weeks ago another
surprise popped up with some of the omentum
from the abdomen present in the scrotum. Luckily in both cases we managed to complete the
surgery successfully in the field with no problems.
Both cases illustrate that with surgery it is always
important to be ready for anything which is
something all surgeons will appreciate!

Although the surgery was a little brutal and we
needed to aggressively open up and debride the
From all the WEV team.
devitalised and infected tissue. It healed up
nicely after a couple of weeks wound care. It is
only a few decades ago when a specific infec-
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number of very large
horses in as well as a
mini show horse. The
mini was in for treatment after having scavExcellence in Equine Veterinary Care
enged some rat poison. Fortunately the owner was on to it quickly and
we were able to prevent most of the potentially serious effects of the
poison with some early treatments. He is standing next to one of our
bigger patients, this one had both his hocks operated. These fragments
would have been there since he was a foal and recently with an increase in workload had started to cause lameness and joint swelling.
As you can see above both were real characters and actually enjoyed each other’s
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size difference. Below you can see the large
fragments removed arthroscopically from
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causing lameness!
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