
We also from time to time see shoeing and trim-

ming jobs which we feel is suboptimal. An exam-

ple is this foot. As you can see on the x-ray, there 

is a severe negative plantar angle of the pedal 

bone. In this case it is largely due to the way the 

hoof has been trimmed before the shoe was 

applied. There is a very large amount of excess 

toe and the heels have been over trimmed. There 

is also excessive hoof wall been trimmed off the 

dorsal hoof wall. Trimming and shoeing like this is 

likely to create problems for the horse and we 

always try to work co-operatively with the farri-

ers to try and improve the outcomes  for the 

horse.  

Also recently seen are these two separate cases 

of thoroughbred horses shod with shoes only 

covering part of the hoof wall. There may be 

circumstances where this type of shoe is appro-

priate but in our view 

rarely in horses in full 

work. What happens is 

the hoof wall and sole 

where the branch or 

branches stop are subject 

to  stress concentration 

and excessive loading. 

This is likely to lead to 

failure of the hoof cap-

sule in this area and lame-

ness. Again the aim is to 

work with the farriers to 

work out solutions which 

might be better for the 

horse. 

Once again we are very grateful for the ongoing 

support of our clients and for being entrusted 

with helping care for your horses.  

The WEV team.  

Out team has been busy with end of financial year 

matters; stock take and wrapping up the books. It 

is a time to reflect on the year gone and for WEV, 

as it has for many businesses in rural areas, it has 

been tough with the drought closely followed by 

COVID 19. In our business we have managed to 

maintain enough work to keep the entire team 

employed, however, there has been less growth 

than expected. We are particularly grateful for the 

support of our clients and we try to repay this by 

offering the best service we can. Tias and Chaylee 

have been away for the last 2 weeks and Tias 

hopes to have another few days off in July before 

we knuckle down for the upcoming summer. While 

away Tias still managed to keep up some support 

for both the WEV team and our clients whenever in 

range, reviewing pre-purchase images and issues 

and giving advice to our referring vets and clients, 

all from out west of Cunna-

mulla! 

One interesting case we 

operated on our first day 

back was a case of an eye 

cancer in a bay or brown 

gelding. Eye cancers of this 

type are not common in 

heavily pigmented horses 

like browns, however, there are exceptions to 

every rule. As you can see in the photo there is a 

fleshy growth on the sclera (commonly known as 

the white of the eye) and it extends a small way 

onto the cornea. In 

this case we elected 

to carefully cut off the 

mass, send it to the 

lab for confirmation 

of the tumour type 

and then freeze the 

base. Photos never 

quite do it justice but you may be able to appreci-

ate the difference of the cancerous eye above with 

the eye on the right. This eye has a very different 

disease process 

happening. 

In this eye there is an 

abscess within the 

cornea, the clear 

part of the eye. We 

have seen several cases like this recently and 

the treatment is usually medical, but in some 

cases surgery is also indicated. Most times using 

prolonged antibiotics and antifungals along with 

anti inflammatory medication and atropine can 

get resolution of these.  

An old adage which most horse owners will 

have heard of is “no hoof, no horse”. It is very 

true that careful attention to horses feet is 

essential for both the comfort of the horse and 

for performance. Many lameness issues we see 

are foot related and often managing the way 

horses are shod or trimmed can have big posi-

tive impacts on lameness. It is a significant part 

of the work of the WEV vets to liaise and work 

with the many farriers who work on the horses 

we look after. Having a team approach and 

developing a good rapport between the farrier, 

the vet and the owner is in our view essential to 

getting the best out of a horse.  

One example is a case treated for collateral 

ligament injury of the coffin joint. After diagno-

sis using nerve blocks, ultrasound and x-ray, a 

management plan was worked out. This is a 

good example where good farriery can make a 

huge difference and indeed is critical to achiev-

ing a good resolution. With this case we used a 

combination of a wider inside branch of the 

shoe and trying 

to get the centre 

of the weight 

bearing area of 

the hoof more 

inline with the 

centre of gravity 

of the limb. As 

you can see on 

the left a very 

nicely custom made and fitted shoe is being 

used to stop the inside half of the foot dropping 

more into the ground than the lateral part 

correcting to some extent the excessive rota-

tional forces on the coffin joint which was oc-

curring due to an offset foot conformation. In 

combination with this type of shoeing we also 

used shock wave treatments to stimulate heal-

ing in the ligament, and when she went back 

into work injections into the joint. It takes some 

time to get these back to competition but the 

combination of treatments in this case did a 

great job.  
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Although we are in the depths of winter, and mares often naturally stop cycling at this time, we should 

not waste this time in our breeding programs. Currently we are going through “open” mares, those bred 

whom did not conceive. This quiescent period is a good time to perform any required procedures or 

surgery so that we have the mares ready to go when breeding resumes. One example is having investi-

gations why mares have persistent pooling of fluid in the uterus. There are many causes of this and there 

are several surgeries that can have a big positive impact on this condition and the period when we are 

not breeding mares is often the best time to perform these surgeries. Examples are surgeries to correct 

urine pooling, excessive uterine cysts, and elevation of the uterus in mares that have very low hanging 

uteri due to conformation and multiple foals. Other examples of 

causes may relate to persistent infection and one cause of these 

may be biofilms. Often to achieve pregnancy in these mares some 

form of chemical debridement of the uterus is needed. The lavage 

fluids of one mare recently treated demonstrate how with debride-

ment and lavage we manage to reduce the debris in the uterus 

considerably. On the left you can see the bags and the change in 

colour over several days and lavages. Other cases seen recently are 

repair of cervical lacerations. Mares quite commonly lacerate their 

cervixes if foaling does not go completely smoothly for some reason. Many small lacerations do not have 

a big adverse impact on the ability to subsequently conceive, however, if the lacerations involve a signifi-

cant portion of the length of the cervix, this organ is not able to effectively seal and “hold in” the preg-

nancy. There are several ways to deal with this and some involve 

debriding and suturing the cervix. We performed this surgery on 

several mares over the last month or so in readiness for the next 

breeding season. On the right you can just see the cervix with the 

speculum in the vagina and a forceps being used to hold up and 

retract. Although it is often more a diagnosis by palpation, you might 

be able to appreciate the defect in the cervix on the lower left, at 

about “seven o’clock” location.  


