
The hip joint is unusual in that because 

it is so covered by muscle it is difficult to 

impossible to palpate increased fluid or 

effusion. Using the ultrasound to guide 

a needle into the joint, a sample of joint 

fluid was recovered and analysis con-

firmed infection of the joint. This is an 

unusual joint to get infected and it is 

also unusual to get infection of the 

joint, or “joint ill” at this age .  

The treat-

ment is still 

ongoing but 

we started 

off with ar-

throscopic 

lavage of the 

hip joint. 

Using an arthro-

scope gives us the 

best chance of 

adequately re-

moving as much 

of the infected 

tissue from within the joint and at the 

end of the procedure we injected antibi-

otics directly into the joint. The photo of 

the arthroscopic exam shows the joint 

with fibrin and inflammation present.  It 

was good to get a definitive diagnosis 

for this case but since the infection had 

been present for a long period before 

being recognised the outlook for full 

recovery remains guarded.  

Thanks again to all our supporters and 

we wish you all the best for 2021. 

The WEV team 

We try hard at WEV to keep our team 

stable and engaged, however, there in-

evitably are some comings and goings in 

our staff. Mick, one of our vets, left us 

unexpectedly in December due to health 

and personal reasons and we thank him 

for his service and wish him all the best 

in the future. Monica one of our nurses 

also left us just before Christmas. Mon, 

as we got to know her, was initially only 

going to stay one year after she finished 

her Veterinary Technicians course but 

stayed on much longer and will continue 

in her studies and do some travelling. 

The good news is Edward Maxwell start-

ed with us this month. Edward finished 

his veterinary studies at the University of 

Queensland a few weeks ago. He comes 

from the outskirts of Brisbane and is 

keen to continue developing his 

knowledge and skills as an equine vet 

with us. He has a keen interest in horses 

and we are sure he will fit into our team 

well. We are also looking to appoint at 

least one more nurse in the next 

month or so to help us keep up with 

the ever growing number of cases.  

This photo is of Edward on his second 

day with a 2 year colt who underwent 

arthroscopic surgery the day before. 

The horse dwarfs Edward but that is 

because he is one of the taller 2 year 

old's we have seen for some time.   

We had a unusual case recently. A 

thoroughbred colt foal, about 3 

months old,  had been treated on farm 

for severe hind limb lameness.  

The stud vet has suspected a fracture 

of the pelvis. No improvement had 

occurred over a few weeks, so he was 

referred in for further work up.  

Our initial exam revealed  a mildly 

elevated temperature and on blood 

work the SAA was over 2000 (normal 

less than about 5), which is very indic-

ative of an infection in the body. We 

then scanned 

the pelvis and 

no fractures 

could be seen 

however it 

was noticed 

there was 

increased fluid 

in the hip 

joint.  

In the photo above we are using the 

ultrasound machine to guide a long 

needle into the hip joint. The US image 

shows the hip joint and bone surfaces. 

Staff changes 

Hip joint sepsis in a foal 

Stifle injury in a pony 
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OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Our goal is to provide excellence in 

clinical service to all our equine pa-

tients.  

 

A professional, compassionate and 

caring approach with good communi-

cation, and up to date services. 

Excellence in Equine Veterinary Care 

 

Warwick Equine Veterinarians 

 

Goldy came in to WEV in early December due to lameness in the left 

hindlimb. Andrew had examined her in the field and noted moderate 

lameness and discomfort on upper limb flexion.  He also considered there 

may be some stifle effusion. Our examination confirmed these findings 

and given the degree of effusion in the stifle joints we moved straight 

onto imaging.  As you can see in the x-ray on the 

right there is a large amount of new bone 

(modelling) on the medial tibial plateau (red ar-

row) and possibly narrowing of the joint space on 

the medial aspect of the joint (green arrow). These 

changes are severe and are generally associated 

with soft tissue injuries. We then went on to ultra-

sound the joint . In the scan below you can see the severe changes in the 

medial meniscus (blue arrow). The meniscus in horses as in the human 

knee acts as a cushion between the bones and when damaged often re-

sults in arthritis, pain and loss of normal function of the joint. In humans 

with changes as severe as these knee replacement 

would be considered, in horses this is not an option 

and we can only manage the arthritis and pain and 

usually, as in this case, we would recommend re-

tirement.  


